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Wilson, federal officials
sign .historic Delta pact

End seen to decades of water battles
By VIC POLLARD have required farmers to give up

¯ WATER REQUIREMENTS: In drought years, aJ:~ut 1.1 milr~on
acre-feet of fre.s~ watar must ~ thr~gh the De~ and out to sea to
maintain water ~ity. For years w~ mo~e rainfa~, the requirement~ go
down to an es’dmated 400,000 acre-feet ~n n<~r~ and wet years.
¯ S~IELF UI~.: ~ agre~ner~ is ~ for at least I~ree years.
¯ ENDANGERED ~ECIF..~ Federal er~ronment~l agendes agreed
not to ~ any more ti~ as tt~ea~ened or endangered except under
"~ ~." But if new species me r~ed and they
require ~ fresh water, ~ federal government has agreed to buy ’
tt~e wate~ ~ the open market, and not take it o~t of ~ for the
two major projects. Already listed are the endangered winter-run
cNnook salmon and t~eatened delta smelt. At the last moment, offida~

~ the ~ w~ o0ntlnue, ~ if it is ~sted, it is not expected to

¯ PUMPING RF.STRICTION~ In geneS, pumping by the two projects
w~ not be heited because enda,,’6%=red ~ are being drawn toward the
intakes or because the I~rnps are revers~ the normal flow of s~’eams.
¯ FRIANT DAM: ~ agreement d~es not affect the Fria~t Dam on ~
San Jcequin Rivet wl’ich is tt~e so~rc~ of ai It~e Cenlrai VaJ~ey Project
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CONTINUED I-F, UM I~PvIUU~

Species covered by Delta water standards
Sacramento Chinook salmon

Endangered

Joaquin
¯Three feet in length.
¯Weigh about 22 pound~.
¯Six-month to rwe-year lifespan.
¯Salmon are born in a freshwater stream.
¯Spend part of their life in the salt water ocean.
¯Feed mainly on shdmp, squid and small fish.

Sacramento
, Spllttal]¯

Status under
discussion ¯ About 12 inches in length.

¯F~ve- to seven-year lifespan.
l̄lve in Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta¯

¯Females capable of producing 100,O00 eggs.

Delta Smelt
Threatened

¯ Declared a species in 1980.
¯Three to five inches in length.
¯One-year lifespan.
¯Distinctive cucumber odor.
¯Food source for larger fish.

Source: The Audubon So~ety FTeJd Guide to North AmetYcan F~es
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DELTA: Offers ’Certainty going into dry years’
~-Couflnu~ ~rom A1 Officials said the pact will limit U.S. Environmental Protection
Proiect "Whether or not peace has the amount of water required for Agency proposed Delta standards
broken out all over is going to envirortmental purposes in the Delta that could have required up to 2.3
depend on how people conduct to an estimated 1.1 million acre feet million acre feet of water in drought
themselves from now on." in dry years, decreasing to about years, said David R. Schuster, a

Biggest victory in the accord for 400,000 acre feet in normal rainfall consultant who represented KCWA
Kern County farmers, Clark said, is yem’s, in the negotiations.
its predictable limit on the amount This year alone, Clark said, 1.4    Another key provision, Clark and
of water that can he taken away m~on acre feet of water was not other ~arm water ofiiciais noted, is
fl’om farmers to protect water qual- pumped from the Delta by the state that federal environmental agencies
ity and endangered fLsh in the DeRa ¯ project and the federal Central Val- have agreed not to l~ any more
and adjacent San Frandsco Bay. ley Project because of endangeredDelta fish species as threatened or

Over the. last few years, thespecies requirement~., . ’ endangered, at least for the foresee-
rising amount of ,water requ~-ed for For comparison, the state pro-able future.
environmental purposes has madeject supplies about 4.2 m~l]ion acre But if additional water is re-crop ~]mming as risky as a trip tofeet in a normal year,, and KCWA’squired for a newly list~ species, or
Las V~egas, many growers say. full entitlement is about 1.1 millionfor existLng threatened and endan-"It~has given us ce~ainty going acre feet. gered ~ the federal government
into ~se dry years, which is cru- WRhout the agreement, agr~cul-has agreed to buy the water, rather

more water. Just a year ago, theprojects to give it up,
Final terms of the historic agree-

merit were hammered out during
months of negotiations, even up
until e~rly Wednesday evening.
They involved representatives of
the major players in California’s
long-running water wars: agricul-
tural and urban water agencies,
environmental organizations and
state and federal water and environ-
mental officials.

Inthe end, the basic framework
for the agreement was a proposal
deve!oped over the last few months
.by ~ ,. ,coalition of agricultural and
urban ,~zater agencies, in which
KC~A~b~ed a key role.
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